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Graduate Courses in Anthropology – 2013-14 
 
Students in our MA program must complete 3.0 graduate course credits, the equivalent of taking 6 half-
courses (one-term courses). (Note that Applied Archaeology students take only 5 half-courses since they 
must also do a practicum which requires a time commitment equivalent to another half-course.) 
Students in our PhD programs must complete 2.5 graduate course credits, or the equivalent of 5 half-
courses.  
 
Among their courses, full-time students entering the first year of the MA and PhD programs are 
generally expected to take one required course per term – one of the two Theory Courses (9100A or 
9200A) in the fall, and one of the two Research Methods courses (9101B or 9201B) in the winter term. 
Part-time Applied Archaeology students should consult with their interim supervisors to decide when it 
makes sense for them to take these required courses. PhD students who took these courses as MA 
students at Western may substitute other courses for these core courses. 
 
In addition to the required Theory and Methods courses, Applied Archaeology students (whether full-
time or part-time) must also take Anthropology 9110B – Principles of Applied Archaeology as one of 
their 5 half-courses in order to fulfill the requirements of their program stream.  
 
With special permission, students may take and receive credit for up to two relevant half-courses in 
other graduate programs on campus. Consult departmental websites for information on graduate 
course offerings. Consult with your interim supervisor if you have questions regarding what courses in 
other programs might be relevant for you. Permission must be sought from both the course instructor 
and from your own supervisor. Undergraduate courses can only be taken for credit if they are a 
requirement of your program. 
 
Students considering enrolling in collaborative graduate programs such as Migration and Ethnic 
Relations (MER) or Environment and Sustainability (E&S) – both of which are ‘add-ons’ to the 
anthropology program – will have other course requirements to consider.  

• Students in the MER program must attend the non-credit MER colloquium and must take two 
half-courses from the list of MER-eligible courses, only one of which can be from Anthropology 
(the other will be from another department). For more information about this program and its 
requirements, see the MER website at: http://www.ssc.uwo.ca/MER/MERprogram/index.asp 

• Students in the E&S program are required to take 1.5 course credits in Environment and 
Sustainability. For more information on this program and its requirements, speak to the 
anthropology grad chair and see the E&S website at: 
http://www.uwo.ca/enviro/Graduate/Graduate%20Program.html/Research%20Based%20Grad
%20Degree%20Stream.html 

 
Most students should also enroll to audit Anthropology 9010 – Graduate Research Seminar in both fall 
and winter terms, in addition to their credit courses.  

• Please note that, although enrolling in and attending the Research Seminar are requirements of 
our programs, this course does not count for credit (there are no shared readings or graded 
assignments). It appears as an audit on transcripts. 

• Both MA and PhD students are expected to enroll in and attend this seminar for a total of four 
terms during their programs. Part-time students are only required to enroll for two terms (in 
recognition of their other commitments and time constraints), and the Research Seminar is 

http://www.ssc.uwo.ca/MER/MERprogram/index.asp
http://www.uwo.ca/enviro/Graduate/Graduate%20Program.html/Research%20Based%20Grad%20Degree%20Stream.html
http://www.uwo.ca/enviro/Graduate/Graduate%20Program.html/Research%20Based%20Grad%20Degree%20Stream.html
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scheduled on Friday afternoons to facilitate their attendance in terms when they are taking the 
Theory and Methods courses, which are offered on Friday mornings. We ask part-time students 
to attend as many additional sessions of the Research Seminar as feasible, in addition to their 
two terms of formal enrolment. 

• Once they have research results, all graduate students must make a research presentation to 
their peers in the Research Seminar. This normally occurs in the second half of their programs – 
year 2 for full-time MA students, year 3 or 4 for part-time MA students and full-time PhD 
students.  

• Formal meetings of the Research Seminar are approximately every other week. On alternate 
weeks there may be other kinds of presentations in this time slot, such as workshops on specific 
issues. Attendance is not required at those optional sessions. 

 
Please discuss your course selections with your interim faculty advisor. 

 
First Term Courses – Beginning September 2013  

(The first day of the term for graduate and undergraduate courses is Monday, Sept. 9.) 
 
Required First Term Courses  
 
Anthropology 9100A – Archaeology Theory (Lisa Hodgetts) – Fridays, 9:30-12:30  

• Required for bioarchaeology and archaeology students, including applied archaeology (where 
appropriate to the research project, 9200A may be substituted) 

 
This core graduate seminar is built around four central topics in anthropology: culture, individual and 
society, time, memory and the politics of the past, and space and place. It is designed not as a survey of 
theoretical positions on these topics, but rather as an exercise in critical reading and critical thinking 
about how these sets of concepts have been, and can be, used. In other words, the objective is to train 
you to think theoretically, rather than to teach you theories. In addition to thinking through some ways 
that these four themes have been used in archaeology and bioarchaeology, and what the implications 
are of different approaches, we will also be considering how sociocultural anthropologists use these 
concepts, and whether (or to what degree) we are all talking about the same thing when we engage 
them. This course crosses over several times in the term with Anthropology 9200A (below). 
 
Anthropology 9200A – Sociocultural Anthropology Theory (Adriana Premat) – Fridays, 9:30-
12:30  

• Required for sociocultural and linguistic anthropology students (where appropriate to the 
research project, 9100A may be substituted) 

 
This core graduate seminar is built around four central topics in anthropology: culture; individual and 
society; time, memory and the politics of the past; and space and place. It is designed not as a survey of 
theoretical positions on these topics, but rather as an exercise in critical reading and critical thinking 
about how these sets of concepts have been, and can be, used. In other words, the objective is to train 
you to think theoretically, rather than to teach you theories. In addition to thinking through some ways 
that these four themes have been used in sociocultural anthropology, and what the implications are of 
different approaches, we will also be considering how archaeologists use these concepts, and whether 
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(or to what degree) we are all talking about the same thing when we engage them. This course crosses 
over several times in the term with Anthropology 9100A (above). 
 
Optional First Term Courses 
 
Anthropology 9001A – Professional Development (Christine White) – Wednesdays, 1:30-4:30 
 
The goal of this course is to individually develop the principles of academic professionalization, which 
include: communication and interpersonal skills, thinking/intellectual skills, creativity and imagination, 
personal effectiveness, integrity/ethical conduct, teaching competence, leadership, research 
management, knowledge translation, societal/civic responsibility. These skills will be set in the context 
of the three categories of evaluation for academics: teaching, research, and service. Special emphasis 
will be placed on developing writing/editing, verbal presentation, and problem-solving skills. 

• This course is open to students in all fields of anthropology 
 
Anthropology 9104A – Special Topics in Bioarchaeology: The Body as Material Culture (Alexis 
Dolphin) – Mondays, 10:30-1:30 
 
This course will examine the materiality, representation and experience of human bodies with particular 
reference to their location at the nexus of historically-situated social and power relations.  An over-
arching goal of this course will be to move beyond artificial divisions of the biological and the social by 
exploring the embodiment and lived experience of personal selves, communities and the larger social, 
political and economic systems of which they are a part.   An emphasis will be placed upon 
bioarchaeological questions and approaches to the bodies of past peoples, yet this course will also draw 
upon readings, concepts and case studies pertaining to contemporary populations.  As such, we will take 
a holistic approach to discussing how archaeological bodies are understood, by whom, and for what 
purposes, in our own era of rapidly changing technologies, politics and economics of the human body. 
While this course will focus on the articulation of body concepts with bioarchaeology, it will also be of 
relevance to students interested in the history, social construction, and commodification of bodies, and 
bio-cultural approaches to anthropology more generally. 

• Cross-listed with Anthropology 4431F/002 
 
Anthropology 9105A – Special Topics in Archaeology: Advanced Ontario/Great Lakes 
Archaeology (Chris Ellis) – Thursdays, 1:30-4:30 
 
The major focus in this course is the archaeology of First Nations peoples in Ontario with the aims of: 1) 
identifying the major gaps in our knowledge and questions that remain unanswered about that 
archaeology and 2) critically examining in detail the major interpretative debates that have 
characterized the history of archaeological research in the area. Our main concern will be Ontario but to 
place our discussions in a wider substantive and theoretical context we can and will examine other 
literature on Great Lakes Archaeology. Also, the course will strive to relate Ontario/Great Lakes 
archaeology to a wider context of prominent theoretical, methodological and substantive debates of 
general archaeological/anthropological significance. Some have accused Ontario archaeology of being 
insular and not really concerned with such broader questions. 

• Cross-listed with Anthropology 4431F/001 
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Anthropology 9214A – Memory/History and Reconstructions of Identities (Randa Farah) – 
Wednesdays, 9:30-12:30 
 
The course is critical of assumptions that marginalize popular memory and looks at various expressions 
that invoke the past in the present. The course will focus on the political dimension of memory and the 
struggle for and against power.  

• This course can be taken for credit towards the MER Collaborative program. 
 
Anthropology 9225A – Special Topics in Sociocultural Anthropology: Beyond 
Incommensurability across Cultures & Languages (Regna Darnell) – Tuesdays, 1:30-4:30 
 
This course, cross-listed between Anthropology and Theory and Criticism, will consider problems of 
translation and calibration across cultures and languages.  Although the question of incommensurability 
often is posed in terms of linguistic relativity and the various inadequacies of translation, the mis-
communications inherent in contrasts across larger cultural and semantic systems of thought or 
worldviews are, if anything, more insidious because often unrecognized.  Oral tradition, still the basic 
mode of transmitting traditional knowledge across generations for much of the world, contrasts sharply 
with the European mainstream in the making and interpretation of meaning.  Cross-cultural examples 
will be juxtaposed to theorists including Walter Benjamin, Roland Barthes, Johannes Fabian, Edward 
Sapir, Z. Todorov, and Michael Taussig to establish methods of social analysis that increase the 
possibility of adequate translation and effective cross-cultural communication. 

• Cross-listed with Theory and Criticism 9226A 
 
Anthropology 9900A – Special Topics in Anthropology: Collaborative 
Anthropology/Anthropology of Collaboration (Andrew Walsh) – Thursdays, 9:30-12:30 
 
This course will address key issues and debates in (what some call) "collaborative anthropology," 
focusing especially on case-studies that illustrate the benefits, pitfalls, and, ultimately, inherent 
complexities of trying to do anthropology with rather than just about or for people outside of the 
discipline.  Although cases will be drawn from all subfields represented in our department, a good 
number of course readings will focus on basic social processes and dynamics inherent to all human 
collaborations. The goal of the course is not simply to offer examples of the different ways in which 
anthropological collaborations take place, but to inspire reflection on the nature of collaboration itself.  

• This course is open to students in all fields of anthropology 
 
 

Second Term Courses – Beginning January 2014  
(The first day of the term for graduate and undergraduate courses is Monday, Jan. 6.) 

 
Required Second Term Courses 
 
Anthropology 9101B – Research Methods in Archaeology/Bioarchaeology (Andrew Nelson) – 
Fridays, 9:30-12:30  

• Required for bioarchaeology and archaeology students, including applied archaeology (where 
appropriate to the research project, 9201B may be substituted) 



5 
 

 
There are several aims to this course. The proximate aim is to work with you to develop 
your thesis research proposal. The ultimate aim is to examine how methodology is 
applied to address issues that flow from theory and to appreciate that there are common 
themes among the various methodological approaches that are utilized in archaeology 
and bioarchaeology. Among the issues that we will be addressing through readings, 
presentations and discussions are: the nature of anthropological research – and 
specifically anthropological archaeology and bioarchaeology; the nature of research 
questions and the design of research programs to address those questions; how is our 
research situated in relation to the existing literature; ethics; and the nitty gritties of data 
collection and analysis. 
 
Anthropology 9201B – Research Methods in Sociocultural Anthropology (Dan Jorgensen) – 
Fridays, 9:30-12:30  

• Required for sociocultural and linguistic anthropology students (where appropriate to the 
research project, 9101B may be substituted) 

 
This course offers an introduction to a range of issues related to the practice of anthropological and 
ethnographic research. Among the topics we will be addressing through readings, presentations and 
discussions in this course are: the nature of anthropological research, research questions and design, 
situating proposed research in relation to existing literature, ethics, and the collection and analysis of 
different kinds of data. This course crosses over several times in the term with Anthropology 9101B 
(above).  
 
Anthropology 9110B – Principles of Applied Archaeology (Peter Timmins) – Tuesdays, 1:30-
4:30  

• Required for applied archaeology students  
• Anthropology 9103 taught by Neal Ferris in 2011-12 is an anti-requisite for this course (students 

cannot receive credit for both courses) 
  

An examination of the practice of applied archaeology in North America. The course aim is to introduce 
the student to the legislative regime and fundamental principles that govern the form of archaeology 
carried out by consultant or commercial archaeologists hired by third parties to undertaken 
archaeological investigations on property proposed for land use development or resource extraction. 
 
 
Optional Second Term Courses 
 
Anthropology 9002B – GIS in Anthropology (Jean-François Millaire) – Wednesdays, 1:30-4:30 
 
This course is an introduction to Geographic Information Systems for anthropology students. A 
combination of lectures and laboratory assignments will introduce the basic concepts of mapping 
display and spatial analysis in both archaeological and ethnographic contexts. Students will develop their 
own GIS research project using the skills, concepts, and models examined during the term.  

• This course is open to students in all fields of anthropology 
• Cross-listed with Anthropology 4431G/001 
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Anthropology 9107B – Biomedical Anthropology and Evolutionary Medicine (El Molto) – 
Thursdays, 2:30-5:30 
 
This course explores the role bioanthropology has played in the genesis of the emerging field of 
evolutionary medicine. It examines the natural history of the diseases that impact modern western 
societies reconstructed from our ancestors’ remains, historical texts, and modern epidemiology, with 
the overall objective of understanding the causes of modern diseases. 

• Cross-listed with Anthropology 3340B 
 
Anthropology 9208B – Anthropology of the State (Kim Clark) – Tuesdays, 9:30-12:30 
 
In this seminar we will discuss readings that may assist us in thinking anthropologically about state 
formation, state projects, and state effects (rather than focusing on formal theories of the state). The 
kinds of questions examined include: How are state subjects and citizens made? How can the state itself 
– as a set of institutions and as an idea – be examined ethnographically? What kinds of cultural 
understandings underlie a range of state projects and interventions? How can we understand how local 
populations and/or subordinate groups experience and respond to such projects? The course has been 
organized around an exploration of concepts for the study of the state – such as hegemony, 
governmentality, legibility, sovereignty, audit cultures, etc. – and readings have been selected to cover 
many different geographic areas in addition to engaging different theoretical concepts.  
 
Anthropology 9210B – Assessing Development (Sherrie Larkin) – Wednesdays, 9:30-12:30 
 
This course will focus on the connection between development and patterns of migration, both internal, 
especially rural-urban migration, and international. Specific issues that will be covered include: 
livelihoods and mobility; remittances; the trend toward urbanization; inner city poverty and shanty 
towns; migration and the informal sector; development induced migration. 

• This course can be taken for credit towards the MER Collaborative program. 
 
Anthropology 9215B – Discourse and Society (Karen Pennesi) – Mondays, 9:30-12:30 
 
The goal of this course is two-fold: 1) to give students hands-on experience in analyzing discourse, 
broadly defined as communicative actions involving spoken or written language; and 2) to examine the 
micro/macro relationship between discourse patterns, ethnography, and larger sociopolitical contexts. 
Students will explore how discourse influences and is shaped by understandings of the world, the 
structures of language, social relations, prior discourses, and various speaker purposes. We will be 
asking how particular discourse patterns help speakers interpret their daily experiences and negotiate 
their relationships within questions of power, identity, inequality, modernity/tradition, globalization, 
and others. We will take an explicitly ethnographic approach to discourse, in order to show how 
speakers and speech are simultaneously located in interactional, local, national, and global contexts.  
Students are expected to make connections to their own research and apply the theories and methods 
from the readings to analyses of their topics of interest. 


